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General information

Title of the work Olympian Vocabulary

Original language English

Target and Age Group 6th-12th graders/ 11-17 year olds

Link (to resource) Olympian Vocabulary
Accessed on 17 June, 2020

https://www.storyboardthat.com/lesson-plans/greek-mythology/olympian-vocabulary
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/education-survey/item/50


, "Entry on: Olympian Vocabulary by ", peer-reviewed by , . Our Mythical Childhood Education (Warsaw: University of Warsaw,
2026). Link: http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/education-survey/item/50.

2

This Project has received funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under the European
Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme under grant agreement No 681202, Our
Mythical Childhood... The Reception of Classical Antiquity in Children’s and Young Adults’ Culture
in Response to Regional and Global Challenges, ERC Consolidator Grant (2016–2021), led by Prof.
Katarzyna Marciniak, Faculty of “Artes Liberales” of the University of Warsaw.

Additional information

Contents & Purpose The purpose of the activity is to teach students about the connection
between mythology and the English language. Students will also learn
more  about  the  characters  of  each  myth  by  understanding  their
impact  on  modern  language.  Each  student  should  choose  three
English  words  that  come  from  a  mythological  character  or  god.
Examples  include:  jovial,  Herculean,  mercurial,  cereal,  martial,
volcano. For each word students divide a box in two. One side should
have an illustration of the god or character that the word is based on
and the other side should be an illustration of the definition of the
word. Each word should have a definition below the box and the word
itself above the box.

Further comments Before assigning this worksheet the teacher should teach a lesson
explaining how Greek mythology found its way to Roman culture and
the connection between Latin and English.

While most students who study Latin roots focus on Latin words and
how they became English, this assignment brings the important topic
of words based in mythology to the attention of students which is a
fresh perspective.
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